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Faculty Community Tackles Teaching 


Over the summer the Faculty’s 
Executive Committee in cooperation 
with the ECA established the 
Committee to Improve the Quality of 
Teaching and Learning in the Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer 
Science. This committee, which was 
chaired by ECA VP Academic, Alan 
Reid, consisted of a professor and an 
undergraduate student from each of 
the five academic units. Members 
solicited input from the Faculty 
community and met several times to 
develop 17 recommendations which 
they feel would go a long way to 
improving the quality of both 
teaching and learning in the Faculty. 


"I hope people realize this is not an 
ECA report,” said Mr. Reid, “It was 
a collaborative development, and 
many, if not most, of the 
recommendations in it originated 
from professors.” The recommenda- 
tions are wide-ranging and some, such 
as those which recommend student 
input in the promotion and tenure 
processes, would require changes in 
existing university policies before 
being formally adopted, but in the 
words of the Director of Building 
Studies, Dr. Paul Fazio, “No one can 
argue with the spirit of the document. 
It essentially says, ‘We value teach- 
ing.’” 


Professor Named SAE Fellow 


Atits December 2, 1994 meeting the 
SAE Board of Directors honoured 
Dr. Tadeusz Krepec of the Depart- 
ment of Mechanical Engineering with 
the grade of SAE Fellow. He re- 
ceived this distinction for his many 
contributions to the field of automo- 
tive engineering, including his devel- 
opment of a new fuel control unit for 
a turboprop engine. Dr. Krepec has 
been a faculty member at Concordia 
since 1979. Since 1983, he has served 
as the faculty advisor to the Concordia 
chapter of SAE, spending many hours 
in the Hall Building “Cage” helping 
students to develop and construct 
award winning vehicles. In 1991, his 
devotion to the students was recog- 


nized by SAE when he received the 
Society’ s Outstanding Faculty Advi- 
sor Award. 


The Fellow grade was established by 
SAEin 1976. Itis awarded to persons 
of exceptional professional distinc- 
tion by reason of outstanding and 
extraordinary qualifications, experi- 
ence, and sustained accomplishment 
in mobility technology. It was devel- 
oped to recognize important techni- 
cal achievement by members and to 
enhance the status of SAE’s contri- 
butions to the profession of engineer- 
ing and the public-at-large. Only 14 
of the Society’s 65,000 members re- 
ceived this honour in 1995. 


The report makes recommendations 
about hiring practices, grading, 
multi-section courses, teaching 
assistants and communications 
between professors and students. It 
was brought to the November 
meeting of Faculty Council and 
forwarded to each of the academic 
units for comment and suggestion. 
Council will consider it in full at its 
February meeting. Speaking on 
behalf of the committee Mr. Reid 
hoped that the recommendations are 
approved, “We'd like to see that 
students are a part of the process in 
defining their education." 
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On Wednesday, January 25, 
1995, 90 young women in 
Secondary IV and V, along 
~with their science teachers, 
took part in the third Engi- 
neers of Tomorrow Confer- 
ence at Concordia. Organ- 
ized by the Engineering and 
Computer Science Students’ 
Association (ECA), with 
sponsors which include Pratt 
& Whitney, Bell Sigma, 
Ericsson Telecommunica- 
tions and Marianopolis Col- 
lege, the conference is de- 
signed to introduce young 
women to engineering as anacademic 
and career option. The theme of this 
year’s conference was Taking up the 
Challenge. 


After meeting with Dean Donat 
Taddeo, the participants will heard 
keynote speaker Dr. Monique Frize, 
Northern Telecom/NSERC Chair of 
Women in Engineering at the 
University of New Brunswick.. Dr. 
Frize spoke about her experiences as 
a professional engineer and urged the 
_ Students to choose a career which 
would “challenge them throughout 


"nenlens 


their lives”. In a panel discussion 
moderated by Prof. Corinne Jetté 
(Dean’s Office), Prof. Shoba 
Krishnan (Electrical & Computer), 
graduate student Shadia Hijazie (Elec- 
trical & Computer), undergraduate 
student Héléne Barrette (CBS) and 
Marianopolis College student 
Julianna Lin shared their thoughts 
about being women in science and 
engineering and about their 
motivations for pursuing studies and 
careers in these areas. 


Throughout the day, participants had 


Search Committee Update 


The Advisory Search Committee for a 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science is pleased to 
. report that a large number of nomina- 
tions and applications for the position 
of Dean has been received. The Janu- 
ary 15, 1995 deadline having been 
reached, consultant Guy Lemelin will 
undertake a first round of interviews 
in the near future. 


The Advisory Search Committee ex- 
tends its thanks to all those who re- 
sponded to requests for nominations 
and suggestions; the response from 
faculty members has been encourag- 


ing. 


There has been one change in the 


‘Committee membership. Dr. Tannis 


Arbuckle-Maag (Psychology) has re- 
placed Dr. Peter Pitsiladis (Manage- . 
ment) as the Representative of the 
Board of governors’ faculty mem- 
bers. Dr, Pitsiladis resigned from the 
Committee to commence a sabbatical 
leave. 
4 

Anyone having questions or comments 
concerning the search process may 
contact Chairman Leo Goldfarb, Con- 
sultant Guy Lemelin or any memeber 
of the Committee. The Committee 
secretary, Amely Jurgenliemk, canbe 


reached at 848-7319. 


TOMORROW 
CONFERENCE 
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the opportunity to visit 
some of the Faculty’s labo- 
_ratories, including the 
Flight Simulator, the Ma- 
chine Tool Lab and the En- 
vironmental Lab. They 
also built their own elec- 
tronic quiz games and 
‘learned about engineering 
students groups such as 
SAE. At the end of the day 
undergraduate students 
spoke to them about the 
different programmes in 
engineering and computer 
science offered by the 


‘Faculty. 


Seven Schools participated in this 
year’s conference: Riverdale High 
School (Pierrefonds), Queen of An- 
gels Academy (Dorval), Laurenhill 
Academy (St. Laurent), Sacred Heart 
School (Montreal), Trafalgar High 
School (Montreal), John Rennie High 
School (Pointe Claire), and Lindsey 
Place High School (Pointe Claire). 


For more information about Engi- 
neers of Tomorrow please call 
Natasha D’ Souza at 848-7408. 


Reduce, 
reuse, 
recycle, 
recover - 
please do 
your part, 
recycle this 
copy of | 
Bits. 


QEC on the Métro... 


With less than a month to go before 
the Québec Engineering Competi- 
tion, preparations for the event are in 
full swing. Over the past few weeks 
they have received a flood of calls 
from potential sponsors and 
participants thanks to the generosity 
of Concordia alumnus, Marshall 
Moreyne, President and CEO of 
Télécité. Télécité is the firm which 
runs the electronic news service in 
Montréal’s Métro — system. 
Mr. Moreyne agreed to sponsor QEC 
through the donation of two weeks of 
advertising. 


Before the Christmas break, mem- 
bers of the Organizing Committee, 
along with Dean Taddeo, met with 
representatives of the competition’s 
four Patrons, Pratt & Whitney - Mr. 
José Jacombe, Northern Telecom - 
Ms. Annie Lalonde, Hydro-Québec - 
Mr. Richard Proulx, and |’ Ordre des 
ingénieurs du Québec - Ms. Danielle 
Frank. The Patrons were given de- 
tailed information about QEC’s fi- 
nances and logistics and provided the 
Committee with several suggestions 
for sponsors and publicity. Accord- 
ing to QEC Executive President, 
Robert Turriciano, they also empha- 
sized the need for the community 
awareness of QEC as a means of 
promoting the profession of engi- 
neering to the public. “Mr. Moreyne’s 
contribution has certainly helped us 
get word out to the public!” 


On Friday, February 10, 1995, Mr. 
Moreyne will be one of three speak- 
ers who will address QEC partici- 
pants at a public lecture to be held 
from 11h15 to 13h15 in the De Seve 
Cinema (atrium of the J.W. 
McConnell Building). His topic: 
Engineers as Entrepreneurs. Also 
appearing at the lecture is Claudette 
Mackay-Lassonde from Firelight In- 


vestment. Ms. Mackay-Lassonde is 
Chair of the Canadian Council of 
Professional Engineer’s Committee 
on the Development of Women in 
Enigneering. The final speaker will 
be William Pearson, President of Agra 
Engineering Group, who will speak 
about entry-level engineers and the 
job market. 


As of printing other sponsors of QEC 
are Fondation J. Armand 
Bombardier, Spar Aerospace Ltd., 
Godfrey Aerospace, Mouvement 
Desjardins, CAE Electronics, 
Infasco, CITA, Alcan Aluminium, 
Praxair, |’ Association des ingénieurs 
conseils du Québec and Merck-Frosst. 


QEC is still accepting applications. 
The Organizing Committee suggests 
that students who have taken the fol- 
lowing courses or any other project 
course consider submitting their work 
for competition: 


BLDG 481 - Architectural 


Appreciation 
COMP 490 - Computer Science 
Project 
ELEC 401 - Electrical Engineering 
Seminar 


ENCS 281 - Technical Writing 

ENGR 410 - Technical report 

ENGR 451 - Construction 
Engineering 

ENGR 481 - Engineering Project 

MECH 311 - Manufacturing 

é Processes 

MECH 313 - Machine Drawing/ 
Design 

Any Social Aspects of Engineering 

Course 

Coop Term Reports 


Applications are available at ECA 
(H 880-10) or by phoning the QEC 
Office at 848-2893. 
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Summer Jobs at 
REACH 


If you’re looking for a great summer 
job, look no further. REACH, the 
summer science camp run by engineer- 
ing and computer science students at 
Concordia and McGill, is looking for 
four energetic, outgoing and enthusi- 
astic counsellors for this coming sum- 
mer. Applicants should be undergradu- 
ate students who enjoy science and 
working with kids. Applications are 
available at ECA (H 880-10), Student 
Affairs (H 907-10) and the Dean’s 
Office (LB 1001). 


Deadline for application is February 
1, 1995- 


Handbook 
Distributed to 
Faculty TAs 


Following the TA Workshops of Octo- 
ber 1994, The TA Handbook, produced 
by the Office of Learning Develop- 
ment, isnow available for all tutors, lab 
instructors and markers holding con- 
tracts for the 1994-95 academic year. 
Copies are available in each of the 
Faculty’s departments from the fol- 
lowing people. 


CBS - Ms. D. Caputo 
Civil - Ms. C. Plathan 
Computer Science - 
Ms. H. Monkiewicz 
Electrical & Computer Engineering - 
Ms. K. Adams 
Mechanical Engineering - 
Ms. C. Williams 


An organising committee has recently 
been established to coordinate another 
TA Workshop for the fall of this year. 


~ Jawaharlal Nehru Technical 


Faculty Faces 


Dr. Shoba Krishnan - Department of 
Electrical & Computer Engineering 


As a graduate student at Michigan 
State University, Dr. Shoba 
Krishnan discovered her love for 
teaching. “After I finished my 
Master’s degree I went home to 
India to think about where my_life 
was going. I decided that I really 
wanted to teach engineering. At 
that point I knew I’d have to do my 
te Bs 


Dr. Krishnan was born and 
raised in India. In 1987, she 
obtained her Bachelor of 
Technology in Electronics 
and Communication from 


University. Upon graduation 
she went to work for the In- 
dian Space Research Organi- 
zation’s Space Applications 
Centre. “Itis one of the coun- 
try’s great research centres 
and I learned a lot while I 
worked there. But I knew I 
wanted to do at least a Mas- 
ters degree, so when the right 
offer came in from Michigan, 
I didn’t hesitate to go.” 


Although Dr. Krishnan did not 
know anyone upon her arrival at 
United States, she made friends 
quickly. “They have a two week 
orientation for graduate students/ 
teaching assistants where every- 
body gets to know one another.” 
The greatest adjustment she had to 
make to North American life was 
the weather, “I was freezing all the 
time I wore two or three sweaters 
throughout the fall and wondered 
how I was going to survive the 
winter.” 


Over the five years she spent at 
Michigan State, Dr. Krishnan says 
she must have taught every course 
offered by Electrical Engineering. 
“ T loved teaching, the interaction 
with students, getting them involved 
with what they were learning. I 
also liked that the students were 
willing to talk to you, to give con- 


Structive criticism. My teaching 
improved every time I received 
course evaluations.” The students 


obviously vocal in their apprecia- 
tion of her dedication, in 1990 she 
received the Department’s Best 
Teaching Award. 


In her final term as a Ph.D. candi- 
date Dr. Krishnan began applying 
for faculty positions in North 
American universities. She ac- 
cepted an offer from Concordia, 
and moved to Montreal in 1993. “I 
like it here she says,” like every 
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Faculty Faces is a reguiar 
feature of Bits focussing on 


personalities in Engineering 
and Computer Science. 


place it has its pluses and minuses. 
Sometimes the students aren’t as 
motivated as I’d like them to be, but 
I try to get them interested through 
involvement in projects. [think we 
have tochallenge our students more, 
people generally rise to meet a 
challenge.” The one thing she will 
not tolerate in her class is cheating, 
“ If someone is cheating, I 
don’t care why, I give the 

zero.” 


Dr. Krishnan’s research is 
in the area of VLSI Design 
and Testing. Research is 
something she came to 
appreciate as a graduate 
student. “I really enjoy 
working in the lab. I like 
practical research, some- 
thing that can be used by 
people.” She noted that 
many of the junior faculty 
members in her department 
seem to focus on applica- 
tion driven research. “Ihave 
to admit though, I’m notsure 
how well I will do in pub- 
lishing. I think a person gets a_ 
good, publishable idea only so many 
times a year. Luckily, I particularly 
enjoy collaborative research.” She 
believes that group research is the 
most productive way to work given 
the complexity of today’s technol- 
ogy, and has joint projects with 
colleagues at Michigan State and 
the University of Idaho, as well as 
at Concordia. “Hooray for the 
Internet!’’, she says explaining how 
she shares results with her long- 
distance collaborators. 
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Lab Dedicated to Memory of Dr. Matthew Douglass 


On Friday, December 2, 1994, approximately SO people attended a ceremony held by the Department of Civil 
Engineering to dedicate the Mechanics of Materials Laboratory sooty to the memory of slain professor, Dr. 
Matthew Douglass. 


Dr. Douglass was the founding Chair of Concordia’s Department of Civil Engineering from 1967 to 1972. He 
conducted research in the area of computer-aided design of structures, but his great passion was teaching and much 
of his time was spent conducting research into develops in engineering education, particularly computer based learning 
and knowledge-based instructional systems. In the words of former Faculty Dean, Jack Bordan, “Matt Douglass was 
one of the best teachers this Faculty has ever seen.” Dr. Douglass spent many years developing the laboratory and 
curriculum for Mechanics of Materials, one of the basic components of undergraduate degrees in Civil, Building and 
Mechanical Engineering. It was his commitment to this particular course which lead the Department of Civil 
Engineering to dedicate the lab to his memory. “No matter where this facility is housed, it will bear the name Matthew 
M. Douglass Laboratory for Mechanics of Materials, and his spirit will continue touch all of the students who come 
here to learn,” said the Department’s Acting Chair, Prof. Cedric Marsh. Mrs. Joyce Douglass unveiled the plaque 
which will identify the lab. It reads, “In commemoration of Dr. M.M. Douglass, first chairman of the Department of 
Civil Engineering, a friend and devoted professor.” 


The Department of Civil Engineering would like to thank all those who contributed to the success of this event 


including, the Centre for Building Studies, the Department of Mechanical Pngicering and the Dean’s Office. 
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Budget Officer Honoured for Long-Term Service 


At the Faculty Christmas gathering 
on December 15, 1994, members of 
the community honoured Ms. Denise 
Maisonneuve who retired after 17 
years of service to the University. 


Ms. Maisonneuve was born 
and raised in Montreal. She 
discovered her love for math 
early in life. “In high school 
the sisters didn’t know what 
to do with me,” she says, 
“on one test everyone did so 
poorly that the teacher gave 
them all 10 extra marks, but 
I already had my 100 per- 
cent. It didn’t seem fair, so 
I asked for the extra marks 
in a class where I needed 
them.” 


Upon leaving high school Ms. 
Maisonneuve held several jobs be- 
fore joining the Faculty. She worked 
for in the training division of an inter- 
national finance company, at the 


Montréal Council Social Agency, and 
then at Montréal Business Aid. At 
MBA she matched commerce stu- 
dents from Montreal universities with 
small businesses or non-profit agen- 
cies which were looking for help in 
marketing, accounting or financing. 


“It was a great job. The students 
gained experience, and companies 
got help they otherwise could not 
afford.” When MBA closedin 1977, 
the Faculty of Engineering and Com- 
puter Science was looking for a 


Graduate Secretary. “I enjoyed work- 
ing with students very much, so I 
applied for the job at Concordia.” 
Ms. Maisonneuve held that job for 
one year before becoming the Facul- 
ty’s Budget Officer. “I have loved 
my work here, never a dull moment, 
and I can’t believe 17 years 
went by so fast. I think being 
with young people kept me 
young.” 


As for her plans for retirement, 
“T’ll spend time at my summer 
place in the Eastern Townships, 
and go to Europe for a few 
months. And I hope to volun-. 
teer for the “NO” side in the 
referendum.” To help keepher 
even busier the Faculty pre- 
sented her a computer at the Christ- 
mas party. It came complete with 
modem so that she can in touch with 
the people here. Thanking everyone 
for the gift Ms. Maisonneuve said, 
“T’ll miss you all very much.” 


Deans’ Office Moves to Library Building 


At the end of December, the Faculty administrative offices moved from the 
ninth floor of the Hall Building to the tenth floor of the McConnell (Library) 
Building. In order to provide uninterupted service to students during the 
January rush, both the Faculty’s Student Affairs Office and the Associate 
Dean - Students Affairs have remained in H907-10, but will move to the 
McConnell Building in February 1995. Other Faculty Offices now found in 
the McConnell Building are the Technical-Writing Office, The Social Aspects 
of Engineering Office and the Department of Computer Science. New office 
numbers are listed below. 


Office of the Dean Department of Computer Science 


Dr. D.J, Taddeo LB 1005-7 —— Dr. V. Alagar LB 903-1 
- Prof. C. Jetté LB‘1005-1 Dr. W. Atwood LB 927-13 
Dr. T. Stathopoulos LB 1007-3 Dr. P. Grogono LB 927-17 
Dr C. Suen LB 1007-5 Dr. R. Jayakumar LB 903-17 

Ms. S. De Souza LB 1007-7 Dr. S. Bergler LB 927-5 
Ms. A.-M. Diubaldo LB 1000-2. _ Dr. G. Butler LB 903-19 

Ms. B. Fabian LB 1005-5 sD rr. B.. Desai LB 941-1 
Mr. R. Fox LB 1000-1 Dr. E. Doedel LB 927-11 

Ms. L. Marzitelli LB 1001 Dr. T. Fancott LB 903-7 
Dr. George Turski LB 1005-3 Dr. D. Ford LB 903-13 
Ms. D. Wiseman LB 1009-1 Dr. A. Ghedamsi LB 921-11 

Prof. H. Jamil LB 927-7 

Dr. W. Jaworski LB 921-9 

Dr. F. Khendek LB 921-5 

Dr. S. Klasa LB 921-7 

Dr. A. Krzyzak LB 921-1 
Dr. V. Lakshmanan LB 941-11 
Dr. C. Lam LB 927-15 

: ‘ : Dr. HF. Li LB 941-3 
Social Aspects of Engineering Dr. T.Li LB 903-21 

Prof. B. Goldsmith LB 1020-11 DeG. MarGn LB 903-5 
Part-time faculty LB 1020-13 py, 5 McKay LB 903-15 
Dr. L. Narayanan LB 903-23 

Dr. D. Probst LB 941-9 

Dr. T. Radhakrishanan LB 903-9 
Ds.F. Sadri LB 903-11 

Dr. M. Saksena LB 941-7 

Dr. R. Shinghal LB 921-3 

Ms. T. Czernienko LB 901 

Technical Writing Office ne . Shea ta ae : 
Prof. P. McDonagh LB 1020-7 Ms. H. Monkiewicz LB 903-10 

Prof. M. Silas LB 1020-7 Ms. S. Roberts LB 901-3 
Phone numbers for all those who moved remain the same. The mailing 


address also remains the same, however courriers should be directed to 


1400 de Maisonneuve West. 
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